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The Director’s View! 

Dick Geasland, LCSW, Executive Director 
As many of you know we had a very successful Event in May 
recognizing an individual and a corporation that have contributed 
greatly to Tumbleweed Center for Youth Development and the 
greater community. 
The “Agnos Visionary Award” in honor of our founder and long 
time Arizona Community Leader, Shirley Agnos, was awarded to 
Art Cunningham, Principal of Fountainhead Equity Partners. Art 
is not only the largest individual donor to Tumbleweed during his 
many years of support, but one of those rare individuals who 
gives of themselves as well. Art supports many other worthy 
causes in the community and most importantly is an appreciated 
part of his family. 
The “Champions of Hope Award” honors a corporation that ex-
hibits not only a connection and support to TCYD programs, but 
“Corporate Stewardship” of our community as a whole. This 
Year’s recipient, the QuikTrip Corporation defines the true spirit 
of the award. We are honored to continue to have their support 

and friend-
ship. 
The Valley 
of the Sun 
is a better 
place be-
cause of 
QuikTrip 
and Art 
Cunning-
ham. 
The event 
was very 
successful 
in raising 
funds and 

“friend-raising” We gave new people an insight into the suc-
cesses TCYD is able to create by providing opportunities for 
young people. 
Tumbleweed had the honor of being the recipient of several other 
events sponsored by community groups, corporations and indi-
viduals this past quarter. In celebration of CentiMark Corpora-
tion’s 40th year of operation, they encouraged local CentiMark 
offices to choose an event in their respective communities to par-
ticipate in this year, and the Corporation would assure a $10,000 
contribution to the project. Under the leadership of Martin Carty, 
the Regional Manager for the Phoenix Store and Salesperson 

Julie Moore, TCYD’s Boys House was selected for 25 CentiMark 
employees and family members to clean up and remove old 
sheds, general landscaping clean up, replace an A/C unit and 
paint the entire outside of the house. All but the A/C replacement 
was done in about 3 hours on Saturday morning May 31st.  
In June, Leon Espinosa was having a party for several friends and 
wanted to do something for the community at the same time. 
Having heard of TCYD’s efforts to find a new location in Tempe, 
he contacted us to get more information and got really excited 
about wanting to help.  He raised several hundred dollars from 
his party and donated to TCYD. 
The Stetson Hills Moms Organization selected TCYD as a recipi-
ent of a fundraiser, selling cookbooks. Totally unknown to us,  a 
colleague we were working with on a project told us about seeing 
the books advertised at her hair-dresser.  Several weeks later, the 
“Mom’s” contact called us to tell us she had a $1500 check for 
us.  
In the past year we have been blessed with many individuals and 
organizations putting on their own events and selecting Tumble-
weed Center for Youth Development to be the beneficiary.  
Many people approach us with questions of how they can help.  
We have started an initiative that we are hoping will resonate as 
an idea that individuals will promote with their friends and in 
their companies. We are asking that people who file a long form 
tax return consider using the mutually beneficial Tax Credit for 

the Work-
ing Poor 
and send-
ing their 
donation 
to Tum-
bleweed, 
which is 
eligible to 
recognize 
the Tax 
Credit. 
You will 
see a little 
ad in this 
newsletter 
and more 

in the future,  Please make that tax credit donation or let us know 
of your pledge to do so.  
We cannot exist and do our work with youth without this kind of 
community support. Together we do make a difference!  

Visionary award recipient Art Cunningham  
with Dick Geasland, TCYD & Nicole Crites, Channel 5 

Chuck Barton, QuikTrip accepts Champion of Hope award  
from Dick Geasland, TCYD && Nicole Crites, Channel 5 
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Leon’s Party 

The new Tumbleweed Store. 
We feature items exclusively made by our clients. Tumbletees & The Drop in Gallery two new Tumbleweed 
enterprises. Look for our items on our website very soon. www.tumbleweed.org 

Stetson Hills Moms 
They have a recipe for success. They sold 
cookbooks and raised $1,500 for the youth 
of Tumbleweed. 

The folk from BRE, they were awesome! They cleaned the parking lot. They   
trimmed the bushes and trees.  They also cleaned out our storage room and office in   
the back.  After their hard work we fed them lunch and gave them a tour of YAP.  
Our place looks great .Thank you BRE….. 

Guest wearing her newly 
purchased 
“Casa De Sueños jew-
elry.” 

Tara Abbott 

Robin Graul 

Michele Sickler 

Robert Smith 

Tyler Kemmer 

Allison Clark 

& 

Carl Tuitavuki 

Leon Espinosa and Fabricio host a “White 
Party at their home in Tempe. All guest 
dressed in white and supporting Tumble-
weed.  They helped raise over $600. 

Leon, Fabricio with Tumbleweed staff 
Kristen Boffo & Jana Smith  
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Julie Moore (Center) & Martin Carty (right) present Dick 

Geasland (left) with A very generous donation. $10,000 

Step 1: they gave a donation 
Step 2: They showed up and did all the work 
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Pathways to Hope Dinner 2008 
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Pathways to Hope  Dinner 2008 
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“A Night to Remember”  
As an organization Tumbleweed strives to serve and create op-
portunities for abused, abandoned, troubled, and neglected 
youth in our community that may not have all of the opportuni-
ties as others so that they can achieve their potential and increase 
their social and personal skills. Well Meghan McGilvra, a Youth 
Empowerment Specialist here at The Learning Center, initiated 
the idea of creating a prom for all of Tumbleweed youth and 
community partners to continue with the organization’s objec-
tives with our youth. Meghan decided that since most of our 
youth have not or maybe will not ever have the opportunity to 
attend a high school prom Tumbleweed should develop a prom of 
its own.  

With the help of the 
Arizona State Chapter 
Gamma Beta Phi Soci-
ety, Ms. McGilvra or-
chestrated, “A Night to 
Remember” 2008 Tum-
bleweed Prom and that 
is exactly what it turned 
out to be. Tumbleweed 
youth old and new plus 
other community 
friends attended the 
event. It turned out to 
be a beautiful occasion. 

The Prom was 
held at The Ari-
zona Science Mu-
seum on the ter-
race but they 
opened several of 
the science exhib-
its as well, and the 
valley’s most 
popular radio sta-
tion Power 98.3 
supplied the music. Meghan also went to the extent to get prom 
dresses and tuxedos donated for the youth so that they would be 
able to formally dress up for the prom. ABC News Channel 15 
decided to televise the dress fittings for the ladies and do a story 

on the experi-
ence of some 
youth and what 
the event 
meant to them. 


